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Project 8/2006 – A study of the impact of Apple Snails on macrophytes, 
nutrients and chlorophyll in local wetlands  

 
Purpose 
 
 This paper seeks Members’ advice on funding the captioned 
application for ECF submitted by the Hong Kong Baptist University. 
 
Background 
 
2. The proposed project carries the following objectives: 

(a) to quantify the feeding of apple snails on local wetland 
macrophytes;  

(b) to examine the plant traits that determine the food 
preference in apple snails; and  

(c) to assess the consequences of such destruction in wetland 
plant diversity, nutrient level and algal biomass.   

 
3. The proposal has been discussed by the ECF Research Projects 
Vetting Subcommittee (RPVSC) at its meeting on 6.2.2007.  Members noted 
that ECF had approved $426,280 to the same PI for another project also on 
apple snails (ECF Project 3/2005).  The progress of Project 3/2005 has been 
satisfactory and the project will be completed by May 2008.  In order to assess 
the possible overlap of work and study scope, Members opined that the external 
assessors should be invited to review the new proposal as well as the progress 
report of the on-going project, so as to consider whether there will be 
duplication of work or study areas between the on-going and the new projects.  
 
4. Of the two external assessors, only one agreed to review the 
progress report of Project 3/2005.  The assessor opined that the two projects are 
largely different and complementary.  The on-going project focuses on the 
basic biology of apple snails in Hong Kong, while the new proposal examines 
their “impacts”.  However, the feeding preferences of the snails are covered in 
both studies.  The major distinction is that Project 8/2006 is largely a field 
based study investigating the potential “impacts” of the snails on local aquatic 
vegetation, whereas Project 3/2005 is a laboratory based study to experimentally 
determine preferences but not “impacts”.  There will be some degree of 
overlapping between the two projects, but generally the two studies on dietary 
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preferences complementary to each other.  
 
5. The funding requested by this project is $477,280 for the staff cost 
of employing one Research Assistant and one Undergraduate Helper for 24 
months ($371,280), the equipment cost for conducting experiments ($24,000), 
and the cost on local field work, glassware and other consumables, chemicals 
and other general expenses ($82,000).  The project is expected to last for 24 
months.   
 
 
Advice sought 
 
6. Members are invited to advise whether the application for ECF 
should be supported as detailed in paragraphs 2 and 5 above and if supported, 
the exact amount of fund to be recommended to the ECF Committee for 
approval. 
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